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some better way of attending to the business of
the people.

It seemed to him eventually that there was too
little government; that the Manchu rule did not
try to concern itself with the welfare of the peo-
ple, merely using its power to extort money from
the Chinese and giving them nothing in return;
that the authority that the Manchu Government
did possess was so weak, wicked, and profligate
that within it there was no prospect of reform;
that in default of the Government the Chinese
tried to find some order in absurd customs to
which they clung, since nothing else was offered
them.

Sun, even in his childhood, conceived that the
Chinese masses were not to blame for following
the old customs of child-selling, infanticide, con-
cubinage, foot-binding, idol-worship, and other
reprehensible practices. Chinese men, women,
and even children were in bondage to custom, and
there was no leadership to bring them up from
out of the wilderness of custom. Little Wen
never dreamt that he himself would become a
leader. He merely bethought himself of seeking
out some one who would lead him; and in trying
to find the leader Sun became a leader himself.

Kipling's Kim had his Lama to follow in his
search for the Eiver of Life, but no traveling
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